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VILLAGE  OF  BERWYN 

(REVISED  AUGUST,  1963  ) 


1.  LOCATION 

Section  31-82-24-W5  in  Census  Division  No.  15.  This  location  is  on  the 
Northern  Alberta  Railway  and  on  Highway  No.  2,  twenty-two  miles  south- 
west of  Peace  River. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,136  feet  Latitude  - 56/09  Longitude  - 117/44 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 57.6  degrees  F. 

Average  winter  - 4.5  degrees  F. 

Average  annual  - 33  degrees  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 9.77  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 48.5  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 14.62  inches. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  uppermost  bedrock  strata  is  the  Lower  Smoky  River  formation, 
composed  of  black  shales  and  thin  sandstone  beds.  The  cover  of 
glacial  drift  contains  gravels  at  many  places  along  the  main  high- 
way from  Grimshaw  to  Fairview. 

6.  SOIL 

Berwyn  is  in  the  dark  grey  soil  zone. 

Vegetation 

Mainly  woodland  in  which  the  tree  growth  is  frequently  denser  and 
has  more  evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 

Soil  Profile 

Generally  variable,  ranging  from  nearly  black  to  grey.  The  surface 
horizon  consists  of  a thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed  leaf  litter  which 
may  be  absent  in  burned  over  areas,  underlain  by  a mineral  horizon 
that  can  usually  be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  upper  part  may  be 
black,  grey  black  or  dark  brown.  The  lower  part  is  frequently  some- 
what leached  of  organic  matter  and  considerably  greyer  than 
the  upper.  The  total  depth  of  these  surface  horizons  averages  about 
10  to  12  inches.  The  sub-soils  are  generally  dark  brown  in  color 
and  lime  is  found  at  depths  of  about  30  to  40  inches. 

Fertility 

These  soils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  of  the  black  zone.  Leach- 
ing of  the  surface  horizons  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  plant 
nutrients.  Nitrogen,  phosphorus  and  sometimes  sulphur  may  be 
deficient. 

Land  Use 

A system  of  mixed  farming  that  includes  legumes  in  the  crop  rota- 
tion, supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when  required, 
should  be  practised  for  best  results. 
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/.HISTORY 

Berwyn  was  named  after  the  Village  of  Berwyn  in  Denbigshire, 
Wales. 

Among  the  first  white  men  to  visit  the  Berwyn  district  was  Sir 
Alexander  Mackenzie.  In  1791  he  built  “Fort  of  the  Forks”,  a North 
West  Company  trading  post.  A cairn  was  erected  near  the  Shaftesbury 
settlement  in  1961  to  commemorate  this  historic  site,  but  it  was  erected 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  to  make  it  more  accessible  for  the  tourists. 

The  original  post  office  was  called  Bear  Lake  but  in  1912  the  name 
was  changed  to  Berwyn.  In  1888  the  Rev.  Gough  Brick  arranged  to  have 
the  Anglican  mission  moved  from  Dunvegan  to  Shaftesbury.  Rev.  Brick, 
who  was  also  a farmer,  focussed  attention  on  the  agricultural  possibilities 
of  the  district  when  in  1893  he  received  the  first  prize  at  the  International 
Seed  Fair  in  Chicago  for  a sample  of  wheat  grown  at  the  mission. 

Berwyn  was  surveyed  for  homesteads  in  1910  and  a large  group  of 
farmers  arrived  during  1911  and  1912  to  take  up  these  leases.  The  town- 
site  was  surveyed  in  1921  and,  following  completion  of  the  Edmonton, 
Dunvegan  and  British  Columbia  Railway  to  Berwyn  in  1922,  large  groups 
of  settlers  arrived. 

On  November  28,  1936  Berwyn  was  incorporated  as  a village.  The 
Municipal  District  of  Peace  River  No.  857  established  headquarters  in  the 
town  on  January  1,  1945.  The  number  was  changed  on  April  1,  1945  to  135. 
Berwyn  School  District  No.  3237  was  established  on  March  25,  1915  and 
became  a unit  of  the  Peace  River  School  Division  No.  10  on  December 
16,  1943.  The  Berwyn  Municipal  Hospital  No.  50  was  built  in  1928  through 
the  efforts  of  the  Women’s  Institute.  Gas  and  oil  was  discovered  in  the 
area  in  1950. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Berwyn  is  the  social  and  shopping  centre  of  a prosperous  mixed 
farming  district.  It  is  also  a health  and  educational  centre,  a shipping 
point  for  agricultural  products  and  a service  centre  for  farm  equipment. 
The  land  around  Berwyn  is  flat,  studded  with  bluffs  of  poplar  trees  and 
brush  willow.  Many  of  the  homes  are  shaded  with  trees  and  the  owners 
take  pride  in  their  gradens. 

Ducks,  geese  and  upland  game  birds  are  plentiful  in  the  district. 
Fish  are  found  in  the  surrounding  lakes  and  creeks. 

The  average  rent  for  a five  room  home  is  $45.00  per  month  with 
very  few  homes  to  rent. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  village  council  is  composed  of  three  members,  one  elected  each 
year  for  a three  year  term.  The  mayor  is  selected  from  the  council  each 
year.  The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  village  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  policy  set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

The  district  is  policed  by  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  from 
their  sub-division  headquarters  at  Peace  River. 

Building  Regulations 

Plans  for  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  or  removal  of  buildings 

must  be  approved  by  council  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 

Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 
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Sanitary  regulations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Provincial  Health  Regulations. 


n.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  15  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment 

One  1955-500  GPM  pumper  and  350  gallon  water  tank,  1,200  feet  of 
2V2  inch  hose,  500  feet  of  1V2  inch  hose,  extension  and  roof  ladders, 
coats,  boots,  axes,  crowbars,  etc. 

Water  Supply 

Water  is  secured  from  wells  and  pumped  into  a 40,000  gallon  ele- 
vated tower.  There  are  14  fire  hydrants  conviently  located  through- 
out the  village. 


12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

1963  Net  Assessment 


Land,  100%  of  fair  value  $ 37,440 

Improvements,  66  2/3%  of  value  349,120 

Power  6,460 

Pipeline  3,200 

Total  Assessment  $396,220 

Mill  Rate 

Municipal  - 18,  School  - 29,  Hospital  - 3,  Total  50. 


13.  AREAS 

Total  area  of  village  - 112  acres. 
Streets  and  roads  - 18  acres. 

Parks  and  playgrounds  - 46.5  acres. 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 


Asphalt 

Gravel 

Total 

Provincial 

.5 

.5 

Streets  and  roads 

3.0 

3.0 

Lanes  and  alleys 

Total  Miles 

1.0 

1.0 

4.5 

There  are  approximately  three  miles  of  concrete  sidewalk. 


Well  shocked  stores  line  Berwyn's  main  street 
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14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 2 miles. 

Water  mains  - 2 miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  Phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  North- 
land Utilities  Ltd. 

Residential  Rates 

First  lOKWH  or  less  used  per  month  - $2.00. 

Next  20  KWH  used  per  month  - $.09  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  - $.05  per  KWH. 

All  additional  KWH  used  per  month  - $03  per  KWH. 

Miniumum  monthly  charge  - $2.00. 

Commercial  Rates 

Demand  charge  - 

First  500  watts  of  connected  lighting  load  - $1.00. 

Next  4,500  watts  of  connected  lighting  load  - $.05  per  100  watt. 

All  over  5,000  watts  of  connected  lighting  load  - $.05  per  200  watt. 

Energy  charge  - 

First  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  connected  load-$.10  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  connected  load-$.07  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  connected  load-$.05  per  KWH. 

All  over  150  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  connected  load-$.03  per 
KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - 

Shall  be  equal  to  the  demand  charge  but  not  less  than  $2.00  per 
month. 

Retail  Commercial  Rates 

Service  charge  - 

$1.00  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load. 

Energy  charge  - 

First  30  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  connected  load  - $.07  per  KWH 

Next  30  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  connected  load  - $.05  per  KWH 

Next  40  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  connected  load  - $.04  per  KWH 

All  over  100  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  connected  load  - $.03  per 

KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - 

Shall  be  $1.00  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  but  not  less  than 
$5.00. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  two  wells  and  pumped  into  a 40,000  gallon 
elevated  tower  and  into  the  water  mains. 

Residential  Rate 

First  3,000  gallons  or  less  used  per  month  - $4.00. 

All  additional  gallons  used  per  month  - $1.00  per  M gallons. 

Plus  sewerage  charge  of  $3.00  per  month. 

Commercial  Rate 

First  3,000  gallons  or  less  used  per  month  - $5.00. 

All  additional  gallons  used  per  month  - $1.00  per  M Gallons. 

Plus  sewerage  charge  of  $5.00  to  $50.00  per  month. 
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Water  Analysis 

Total  Solids 

Ignition  Loss 

Hardness 

Sulphates 

Chlorides 

Alkalinity 

Nature  of  Alkalinity 

Nitrites 

Nitrates 

Fluorine 

Iron 

Remarks 


Parts  per  Million 

446 
122 
405 
134 
nil 
155 

Bicarbonate  of  Lime  and  Magnesium 

trace 
2 
nil 
nil 

Chemically  this  water  is  suitable. 


17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  village  under  a franchise  by  North- 
land Utilities  Ltd. 

Rates 

First  3 MCF  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.00. 

All  additional  MCF  used  per  month  - $.70  per  MCF. 

Industrial  rates  can  be  obtained  from  the  company. 


18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60  degrees  F. 
100  lb.  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - $.18  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 1,000  gallons. 


19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 
Summer  grade  - $.21  per  gallon. 

Winter  grade  - $.21  per  gallon. 

Bulk  storage  at  Grimshaw  - 41,000  gallons. 
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20.  COAL 

Very  little  coal  is  used  in  the  village.  Coal  dealers  secure  their 
supply  from  Drumheller  and  Edmonton  mines. 

Location  of  Mine  Slack  Egg  Nut  Lump 

Rates  per  ton  delivered 

Drumheller  $16.00  $17.50  $18.50 

Edmonton  10.00  13.50  14.75  15.75 

21.  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  flax,  forage  crops  and  seed  alfalfa,  fescue 
and  clover,  rape  seed,  cattle,  horses,  hogs,  dairy  products,  poultry 
products,  gas,  oil  - 28  deg.  APE  gravity,  sand  and  gravel. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFSCES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal  - Post  Office. 

Provincial  - Alberta  Government  Telephones  (automatic  exchange). 
District  Agriculturist,  Senior  Citizens  Home. 

Municipal  - Municipal  District  of  Peace  River  No.  135  and  shop. 
Village  Office  housing  (Secretary-Treasurer,  Committee  Rooms, 
Works  Foreman,  Firehall,  Agricultural  Service  Board  Field  Sup- 
ervisor). 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Berwyn  Municpial  Hospital  District  No.  50  has  22  beds  and  4 
bassinets  and  is  staffed  by  a matron,  6 graduate  nurses,  3 nurses’  aides 
and  one  ward  aide.  The  total  staff  of  the  hospital  is  22. 

Rates  per  day  - Residents,  $1.50;  non-residents,  $11.00. 

Other  health  services  - one  doctor,  one  drug  store,  one  veterinarian 
calling  weekly. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 
(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Barber  Shop  1 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Northern  Alberta  Railway  - Edmonton  to  Hines  Creek  via  Berwyn. 
Canadian  Coachways  - one  bus  daily  from  Edmonton  to  Hines  Creek 
and  one  bus  daily  from  Edmonton  to  Grande  Prairie  via  Berwyn. 

Truck  - daily  service  to  and  from  Edmonton  and  Grande  Prairie  via 
Berwyn. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 
Nil. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Northern  Alberta  Railway  Telegraphs,  Alberta  Government  Tele- 
phones, Post  Office, 

Nearest  Radio  Station  - Peace  River  (CKYL) 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce. 
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29. 


HOTELS 


No.  of  Rooms 

Rates 

Beer  License 

Berwyn 

TOURIST  CAMPS 
Nil. 

CHURCHES 

12 

$2.00  up 

yes 

Evangelical  Free  Church,  Anglican,  United,  Greek  Orthodox,  Roman 
Catholic. 

32. LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Elks,  Royal  Purple,  Berwyn  Men’s  Club,  Canadian  Legion,  Women’s 
Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion,  Women’s  Institute. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association,  Church  Groups. 

34.  EDUCATION 

Berwyn  School  District  No.  3237  is  a unit  of  the  Peace  River  School 
Division  No.  10.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional 
subjects:  Drama,  Music  and  Art. 

The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grade 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary  1 - 6 

8 

126 

Junior  High  7 - 9 

3 

75 

High  10  - 12 

3 

67 

A separate  school  is  just  opening  in  the  village. 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Berwyn  Theatre  

200 

yes 

no 

Community  Hall  

200 

yes 

yes 

Legion  Hall  

100 

no 

yes 

School  Auditorium  

500 

yes 

yes 

Berwyn  is  the  location  of  one  of  Alberta's  Senior  Citizens'  Homes 
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36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Berwyn  Community  Library  is  sponsored  by  the  Women’s  In- 
stitute, village  and  Provincial  Government  grant.  The  Library  is  open  on 
Tuesdays  from  2 to  4 p.m.  and  Saturdays  from  2 to  4:15  p.m.  There  are 
approximately  4,500  books  in  the  Library. 

Other  activities  - Drama,  Music  and  Art  at  the  school. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Scouts,  Cubs,  Air  Cadets,  C.B.L.,  4-H  Club,  Calf  and  Grain 
Club. 

Girls  - Guides,  Junior  Auxiliary,  4-H  Club,  Calf  and  Grain  Club. 

38.  SPORTS 

Baseball  (senior  and  junior),  hockey  (senior  and  junior),  softball, 
curling,  ping  pong,  badminton. 

Facilities 

Covered  curling  rink  with  two  sheets  natural  ice,  open  air  skating 
and  hockey  rink,  baseball  diamond,  school  grounds,  playgrounds, 
swimming  and  boating  at  Cardinal  Provincial  Park  — four  miles 
north. 


39.  FAIRS 

North  Peace  Stampede  — 2-day  event. 


40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

There  is  a cairn  about  14  miles  southeast  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
Peace  River  marking  the  site  of  the  Fort  of  the  Forks,  which  was  built 
by  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie  in  1791. 


41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  Co-op  Farm  Implement  Distributor. 

42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


>. 


CD 

O i. 

a o 

>. 

H 

Abattoir  

Auctioneer  - 

Auction  Mart  - 

Bank  

Barber  

Butcher  

Building  Contractor  .. 

Cartage  Delivery  

Clothing  (men’s)  . . 
Clothing  (women’s 
and  children’s) 
Coal  Dealers 
Cold  Storage  Locker 
Doctor 

Drugs  

Electrical  Appliances 


2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 


1 


1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 


on 


Electrical  Contractor  . ..  1 — — ^ — 

Garages  and 

Service  Stations  3 — — 3 

Grain  Elevators  3 — — — 

(Total  capacity  215,000  bushels) 

Hardware  . . 2 — — 2 

Hotel  1 _ _ _ 

Implements  (farm)  ..  3 — — 3 

Insurance  & Real  Estate  1 — — — 

L.P.  Gas  Distributor  1 — 1 1 

Mi’k  Distributor  1 — 11 

Oil  Distributor  1 — 1 — 

Pool  Room  1 — — — 

Restaurants  2 — — — 

Trucking  Service  3 — — — 

Woodworking  11  — 1 
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43.  SITES 

Residential  and  industrial  sites,  adjacent  to  trackage  and  highway 
are  available  from  the  village  at  reasonable  prices. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Berwyn  developed  as  a shipping  point  after  the  arrival  of  the  rail- 
way in  1922.  It  was  a railway  terminus  for  two  years  at  which  time  it 
grew  rapidly.  In  the  beginning  the  main  industry  was  fur  trapping  and 
then  farming. 

Fertile,  well  drained  soils  predominate  in  the  Berwyn  area.  The 
town’s  market  area,  however,  includes  some  grey-wooded  soils  toward 
the  north.  In  1956  farms  averaged  nearly  500  acres  in  size  and  76  per 
cent  of  the  land  occupied  was  owned.  Two-thirds  of  the  total  were  im- 
proved. 

A high  proportion  of  cash  farm  income  is  obtained  from  the  sale 
of  grain.  In  terms  of  land  used,  barley  is  the  leading  crop  followed  by 
wheat,  oats,  grass,  legume  seed  and  hay  crops.  Summerfallowing  is  still 
widely  practiced.  During  the  last  five  years,  hog  production  has  increased 
about  50  per  cent  (there  were  11  hogs  per  farm  in  1956)  but  the  number 
of  cattle,  sheep  and  poultry  raised  have  increased  more  slowly.  Dairying 
is  relatively  unimportant. 

In  1950  oil  and  gas  was  discovered  about  12  miles  west  of  the  vil- 
lage. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  - 19  miles;  West  - 10  miles;  South  - 11  miles;  East  - 5 miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census  - 1,689. 

Village  population,  1961  census  - 347. 


Berwyn  Hospital  is  well  staffed  and  equipped 
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